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Thb following pages, although immedi- 
ately designed for distribution among the 
author's pupils, might, it has been thought, 
be profitable to other young persons, and 
their publication not unseasonable at a time 
when, happily, in regard to Ifie education of 
all classes, rich as well as poor, it is daily 
more felt, that " except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it." 
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Mr DBAR TODKG Fbibrds, 

Of things aweet and bitter there are two 
kinds in the world : those which, being sweet 
at first, are bitter ia the end ; and those 
which, though at first bitter, afterwards prove 
sweet. Of the former kind are many of those 
things which all men moat eagerly seek after, 
following their natural inclinations and de- 
sires ; of the latter kind are, for the most 
part, those things which are provided for 
us by the goodness of Almighty God, who 
knows best how to " do us good at our latter 



end."' Hence it happens, that the real value 
of things is often very different from that 
which we put upon them at first sight ; and 
it ia ohvious, moreover, that the less expe- 
rience we have, the more must we be liable to 
" put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter."* 
A most common thing, therefore, it is to see 
young people fall into such mistakes ; han- 
kering frequently after things which those 
who really love them, are forced to deny 
them, and as frequently refusing things which 
are greatly for their benefit. 

Among the things so refused, through the 
folly and inexperienca of youth, parents and 
teachers universally complain, and you will 
no doubt candidly admit, that instruction 
holds the very first place. No matter whe- 
ther it he instruction of the raind, or instruc- 
tion of the heajt, — whether they be lessons 
of learning, or lessons of righteousness, which 
we endeavour to inculcate, they are for the 
most part reluctantly received by you ; and 
the most teachable amongst you will acknow- 
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ledge, that if the; had their choice, they 
would be happy to dispense with both. 
Against learning you object the toil and 
labour which it costs you to acquire it, and 
the loss of that time which you think would 
be, if Dot better, at least more pleasantly, 
bestowed upon amusement ; and to the in- 
struction of righteousness you feel averse, 
because it makes war upon your natural incli- 
nations, because it commands you to do that 
which you would rather leave undone, and 
forbids your doing that which you are most 
anxious to do. So it is, and though " 'tis 
true, 'tis pity ; and pity 'tis, 'tis true," still 
BO it is ; nor is there any remedy for it, ex- 
cept submission on your part, and on ours 
patience. 

Now, as any thing that exercises our pa- 
tience, is apt to make us think, so have I 
been led to reflect a good deal, at various 
times, upon this sad unwillingness of young 
people to be instructed, and upon the still sad- 
der consequences which are daily seen flowing 
from it, in the failures and excesses of young 



men, who, having haJ no lack of iDstruction, 
but great lack of inclination to receive it, bring 
much sorrow upon their parents and friends, 
and no small disgrace and often ruin upon 
themselves. Among other thoughts which 
have passed through my mind, it has occurred 
to me, that although at the very time when 
we labour to impart instruction to you, there 
is often too much indisposition to receive it, 
jet at other times that same instruction would 
not be equally unpalatable, but that, unfortu- 
nately, as no one can hold fast that which he 
never took up, nor remember what he never 
learned, theinstruction is often wanting, when, 
from some cause or other, the disposition to 
receive it has arrived. Besides, even those 
amongst you who are wilhng (because per- 
suaded that it is for their good) to receive 
our instruction, are hindered, as it were 
against their will, from receiving it and re- 
taining it as fully as they themselves could 
wish, by that innate aversion to instruction 
of any kind which is one of the worst conse- 
quences, as well as a most palpable proof, of 
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the fallen condition of man'a nature; and 
such, I conceive, would deem it no smal] be- 
nefit, to have the more important matters, and 
the leading points, of the instruction imparted 
to them from time to time, preserved and put 
into their hands in such a form, that they 
might with ease, and perhaps with pleasure, 
refer to them at any future period. 

Upon these, and other like considerations, I 
have thought it would be serviceable to all, 
and acceptable to not a few, if I were to fur- 
nish you, in the form in which it is now pre- 
sented to you in these pages, with a summary 
of the instruction imparted to you upon some 
one or other of the topics which have engaged 
our attention during the course of each half 
year ; which, as I have determined, God wil- 
ling, to do, in the hope of making my in- 
struction both more interesting and more 
profitable to you, so I cannot hesitate, in the 
choice of subjects, to give upon the present 
occasion the preference to that which I desire 
ever to set before you as the crown of all 
learning and wisdom, the study of Holy 
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Scriptuhe. What weighty considerations 
there are to recommend to jou this study 
above all others, you cannot indeed any of 
you be ignorant; and sincerely do I pray 
that you may all be benefited by my present 
endeavour once more to set them in order 
before you, and so to win your minds to a 
diligent perusal of that book which is " able 
to make you wise unto salvation, through fsith 
which is in Christ Jesus. "' 

In the first place, then, you should bear in 
mind how interesting, on account of its great 
age, is that book, or more properly speaking, 
that collection of books, which is so familiar 
to you under the name of " the Bible." Sup- 
pose for a moment that you had never seen it, 
or heard of it, and that now, for the first time 
in your life, a man were to come up to you 
and say, " If you will come with me, I will 
show you a number of very ancient writings, 
none of them less than 1750, and some 
upwards of 3300 years old ;" would you not 
feel very much surprised, and exceedingly 

> 3 Tin. iii. IG. 
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curious to lie made acquainted with records 
reaching back for so many generations of 
mankind? Yet such is really the age of 
those hooks which, collected together into 
one volume, and called in Greek ^i,8Xia, 
that is hooks, (whence the English Bible,) 
you hold daily in your hands, hardly 
ever, perhaps, reflecting upon the fact that 
there is not only no book, but scarcely any 
monument of metal or stone, any where in 
the world, equally old with the earliest of 
them. To make this more apparent, you 
have only to compare the age of the different 
hooks contained in the Bible, with that of the 
earliest Greek writers. You have heard of 
Homer, the father of poetry, and of Herodo- 
tus, the father of history. With regard to the 
foraier, it is not altogether certain that there 
ever was such a person ; and, at all events, the 
poems which we now have under his name, 
are known to have undergone considerable 
clianges, even supposing that they were 
originally composed hy an individual bard 
named Homer. But allowing this, and that 
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he lived as early as some have imagitied, still 
he ia more than five hundred years later than 
Moses, the author of the first five books of the 
Bible, whose hiatory, the time when he lived, 
and the books which he wrote, are all per- 
fectly well known. Again, though undoubt- 
edly the rhapsodies of Homer are the most 
ancient compositions of the heathen world 
that have come down to us, yet are the Paalms 
of David at least one hundred, and the book 
of Proverba, and the two other works of 
Solomon, the Preacher, and the Sang of 
Songs, more than fifty years older. As re- 
gards Herodotus, who is called the father of 
history because he wrote the earliest histo- 
rical books known to the Greeks, he lived 
just about the same time with Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, by whona the latest historical books 
of the Old Testament were composed, and is 
exactly one thousand years younger than 
Mosea. This will serve to give you an idea, 
how exceedingly ancient some of the books 
are which you possess in your Bible, and 
which, if they were interesting on no other 







ground, would, on account of their antiquity 
alone, deserve to be held in great veneration, 
and to be carefully studied. 

Their great age, however, ta by no means 
the strongest claim which they have upon 
your attention, as you will presently perceive 
on comparing the history of the Bible with 
that of other writings. Except the Bible, no 
other work, probably, has ever received great- 
er honour than that to which I have already 
referred as the most ancient document of hea- 
then literature, the poems attributed to Homer. 
To say nothing of the favour which they 
seem lo have found from the first among the 
inhabitants of the western coast of Asia Minor 
and the adjacent islands, where the niinatrels, 
thence called 'Of*i,jjfiai, delighted the peo- 
ple with their recital, two of the most famous 
legislators of Greece, Lycurgus and Solon, 
made so great account of them, as (o bestow 
much pains upon collecting and arranging 
them for the benefit and instruction of the 
people. At Athena they were afterwards pub- 
licly recited at the festival called najaS^oua, 
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Hipparchua, the Bon of Fisistratus, being the 
first who instituted that custom. How highly 
they were esteemed by the philosoi>her Aris- 
totle, and by his pupil, the famous conqueror 
Alexander theGreat, is well known. Yet, after 
all, it was but on a smail spot of the earth, and 
during a short time, that they contiaued so to 
flourish; and neither the popular applause 
which they had gained, nor the homage ren- 
dered them by legislators, philosophers, and 
princes, nor the labours af):erwarda bestowed 
upon them by the learned men of Alexandria, 
could prevent their falling into neglect and 
being at last utterly forgotten, till they v 
brought to light again at the revival of learning 
aboutfourhundred years ago; and though they 
have since then been illustrated by some of 
the most eminent scholars, and translated by 
distinguished poets of this and other 
tries, still the number of those who know and 
read them, is but small, and of those who study 
them, still smaller. Let us now turn to the 
history of those books which are collected to- 
gether under the name of " the Bible," and 
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mark the contrast, especially with regard to 
the earlier part of them, comprised under the 
general title, " the Old Testament." The 
knowledge of these also was, in the first in- 
stance, confined to the people among whom 
they were composed ; and however great the 
veneration in which they were held by that 
people, little was known of them elsewhere, 
until, rather more than two thousand one 
hundred years ago, they were translated from 
the original Hebrew into Greek, for the nse 
of the same schools of learning at Alexandria, 
by whom the poems of Homer were reduced 
to that form in which we now possess them. 
But while to the latter the library of Alexan- 
dria served rather as an honourable tomb, in 
which they were buried out of sight of the 
generality of mankind, being known only 
to the learned, the books of the Old Testa- 
ment, on the contrary, in the Greek transla- 
tion that had been made of them, were thence 
dispersed over the whole world ; so much 
BO, that three hundred years after, when the 
Apostles of our Lord went " into all the 
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earth " ♦ to preach the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, there wos scarcely a city or town in 
which those books were not known, and pub- 
licly read from week to week.'' And since 
that time, the writings of the apostles and 
evangelists having been added to them under 
the title " the New Testament," they have 
been carried into every country, and trans- 
lated into almost every language under hea- 
ven. The consequence of which is, that in 
all the civilized parts of the world there is 
now hardly a person to he met with who has 
not some knowledge at least of the things 
contained in them ; while there are thousands 
and ten thousands who are better acquainted 
with those books than with any other books 
in the world, making them their daily and 
diligent study. It would be vain to attempt 
any calculation of the number of new Bibles 
(hat are printed and circulated every year in 
the different parts of the world ; but you may 
form some idea how great that number must 
be, if I tell you that one society alone, which 

'Rom. I. 18. Col. i.fl. 'Acts IV. 21. 
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asaists our Church in making the truth of God 
more fully known both at home and ahroad, 
by printing Bibles, Prayer-books, and other 
works of instruction and edification, and sell- 
ing them cheap, or giving them away, the 
Christian Knowledge Society, sent out into 
the world, during the last twelvemonth only, 
119,185 entire Bihies, and 113,791 New Tes- 
taments, being at the rate of one million 
copies of the Holy Scriptures distributed 
every four years. 

I have now shown you, that when you take 
up your Bible, you hold in your hands both 
the most ancient of books any where to he 
found, and that collection of books which is 
most universally known and read throughout 
the whole world. This alone, if there were 
nothing more to be said on the subject, would, 
you will admit, be a very good reason why 
you should set very great value upon your 
Bible, and study it with much care and at- 
tention : nevertheless, so far from these being 
all the arguments that can be brought forward 
?nd to you such a course, you will 
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find, on the contrary, as you proceed, that 
strong as these reasons are, they are but fee- 
ble in comparison with those which follow. 

In judging how dr any given book which 
is put into our hands, may be worth the trou- 
ble of perusing it, or, still more, deserve to 
be diligently studied by us, there are three 
things by which no one can deny that it is 
reasonable we should be guided ; viz. the na- 
ture of its contents, the weight to which its 
author may be entitled, and the benefit which 
we may derive from bestowing our time and 
our mind upon it. Let us, then, apply our- 
selves to each of these three separate heads, and 
thence conclude to what degree of attention 
and study the Bible is entitled at our hands. 

As regards the contents of the Bible, I 
would first ask you to consider what an infi- 
nite variety of scenes and characters are there 
presented to our mind. We see the earth upon 
which we dwell, at one time a dark and shape- 
less mass ; no heaven spread above, no sea 
to gird it round, no herb or tree to clothe 
ita surface, no living creature to explore the 
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void fi — at another time, we behold 
it in its virgin beauty, before sin had defiled 
it, or death had made it sad, richly clad in 
the bloom and verdure of the first spring of 
the young creation ; earth, and sea, and nir 
teeming with creatures, in whose heart the 
pulse of life beat fresh and happy, being hut 
of yesterday, and among them all, with head 
uplifted and with godlike countenance, man, 
the glory and the lord of the new-born 
world.T Again we look, and it is overflowed 
with wild and mercilesa waters, that cover its 
loftiest mountains and tear up its surface, car- 
rying off " all in whose nostrils is the breath of 
hfe," in one fell sweep of universal destruc- 
tion ;e — presently again we see it enveloped 
in flames, bursting forth on all sides from its 
time-worn flanks, the very elements of which 
it is composed, melting with fervent heat, 
and all the works which human pride and 
folly had raised on its surface, being utterly 
consumed in the general conflagration -.9 — and 

"Gen. i. 1,2. ' Gen. i. ii. " Can. tii. 

*2 PcUr, iii. 5—12. 
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lastly, we behold it created anew, in the 
beauty of holiness, full of joy and peace, a 
fit hahitation for the Lord of glory, aod 
together with him for myriads of his Saints, 
raised in power and incorruption,and clothed 
upon with the likeness of the heavenly Adam. ^ 
But not only is the earth placed before us 
in the Bible in every aspect thai it ever wore, 
or will hereafter wear; other worlds besides, 
which are commonly hidOen from the eye of 
man, are in that hook brought to view. At 
one time we see the soul of a prophet of God 
return from the abode of disembodied spirits, 
to confirm by a voice from the dead the 
message of divine wrath with which God had 
sent him, while he was yet in the land of the 
living, to the stubborn king of Israel. = At 
another time we see a fiery chariot separate 
another of God's prophets from his faithful 
disciple, and carry him up into heaven by a 
whirlwind in the presence of a large com- 

I Bdphiu viii. 19-93. 2 PelBT Ui. 13. B... x.i. I— 8. 
1 Cot. IV. *2— 64. 
' 1 Sunuel IV. 111—29 ; nfiU. 12-19. 
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paiiy.3 On one side of an impasBable gulf 
we behold the soul of a man, who in his life- 
time was 1 th d n p pie and fine linen, 
and fared n ptu ly 'ery day, agonized, 
not only by th fl n m which he is tor- 
mented, but by th Uection of the vanity 
of his form od t n and by concern for 
those whom he had left behind, pursuing a. 
like course of careleSB and ruinous folly ; and , 
on the other aide of the same gulf, the soul of 
a poor deBpised beggar, now an object of the 
other's envy, receiving consolation in a place 
of peaceful rest.* We read of the souls of 
the chief ones of the earth stirred up in hell 
beneath, by the arrival of the soul of Baby- 
lon's vanquished king, greeting him with this 
sneering welcome: "Art thou also become 
weak as we ? art thou become like unto us? 
Is thy pomp brought down to the grave, and 
the noise of thy viols? Is vermin become 
thy couch, and worms thy covering? Is this 
the man that made the earth to tremble, and 
shook the kingdoms? that made the world 
> 2 King. iL 7-12. ' Lube <vL 19-31. 



like a desert, and destroyed the cities ? that 
never diamisaed hia captives to their homes?"' 
And, on the cootrary, we read of the souls 
of those who endured martyrdom and great 
trihulation for the testimony of Jesus, stand- 
ing m heaven before their Hedeemer's throne, 
clothed with white robes, and with palms in 
their hfl.nds, waiting yet for a little season for 
the perfecting of their fellow-servants, and 
the accomplishing of the number of God's 
elect.6 Nay more, we read of that same 
heaven of glory, where the souls of the faith- 
ful await in peaceful hope the resurrection of 
their bodies, thrown open to the sight of 
mortal man; the captive prophet by the 
river of Cbebar, the exiled apostle in the isle 
of Patmos, and death-doomed Stephen in the 
hour of his martyrdom, all testifying that 
they saw the heavens opened, and beheld the 
Son of God in the majesty and brightness of 
His eternal glory.' In that heaven we are 
permitted to witness the councils of the Most 



1 EaA. i. 1, 2H~2a. a. 
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High, " all the host of heaven standing by 
him on his right hand and on his left f there 
we hear him appoint the afflictions with which 
Satan was permitted to try his faithful ser- 
vant,8 and ordain a lying spirit in the mouths 
of false prophets, to prevail with the idola- 
trous king of Samaria over the prophet of 
truth, whom God had sent to warn him of 
approaching judgment; 9 while, on the other 
hand, we see holy angels descending again 
and again upon the earth, on errands of 
peace and joy, proving themselves to be 
indeed ^^ ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation." ^ 

Is it possible to conceive any book more 
interesting than that which thus carries us in 
turns through the visible and the invisible 
world, and shows us alike the sovereign hand 
of Him who " hath prepared his throne in 
the heavens** and whose " kingdom ruleth 
over all," 2 and the countless creatures " in 

• Job L 6—12; ii. 1—7. > 1 KiogH zxu. 19-23. 

> Heb. i. 14. > Psalm ciH. 19. 
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;doins of the old world, previous to that 
kiDgdom which in the end of time has been 
" Bet up by the God of heaven, and which 
shall never be destroyed;" but which, while 
it " shall break in pieces and consume all 
other kingdoms," shall " stand for ever,'" " 
the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

There we read of the ancient kingdom of 
Egypt, and of its long line of Pharaohs, some 
of whom knew, and some of whom knew not, 
the Lord Jehovah;' of Nineveh, that "exceed- 
ing great city, of three days' journey," whose 
i judgment was put off for a season, because 
, she " repented at the preaching of Jonah," but 
which yet at the last was laid waste, and none 
left to "bemoan her;"6 of Babylon, the city 
of " broad walls" and " high gates," to whose 
king the Lord gave all the nations from the 
river westward to the sea, to serve " him, 
and hia son, and his son's son," until of his 
land too the appointed time came, when the 
Lord did " his pleasure on Babylon ;"s of 

« Dbo. ii. 44. ' Gen. nil. ! >ll-l. Enod. I— at. &c. 
• JonB)iin.2-lD. LuVe xi. 33. Nah. i'li. 7- 
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the Medes and the Persians, to whom the 
finger of God assigned the kingdom of Baby- 
ton, when it was " numbered and finished;"' 
of Alexander, the king of Greece, and of the 
four kingdoms that rose up " out of bis na- 
tion, hut not in his power ; " = of Antiochua 
Ejiiphanes, that "king of fierce countenance," 
in whose hand " craft prospered " for a time, 
who " destroyed the holy people," and " took 
away the daily sacrifice," and "magnified 
himself against the Prince of princes," and 
at the last was " broken without hand ;" of 
the iron empire of the Romans, " breaking 
in pieces and subduing all things," yet, never- 
theless, in its turn coming to destruction, 
because " they clave not one to another," and 
so caused their power to be " partly strong, 
and partly broken ; " * of Tyre, " the crown- 
ing city, whose merchants were princes, and 
her traffickers the honourable of the earth ;"* 
of Tarshish, which "traded with all kind 

' Dan. T. 24-28 ! viii.3, -1 i 20. = Dan. vLii. fi-8; 21, 29. 

'Dan. TiiL 8-13; 23—35. 

* Dan. ii. 40—43. > laaiah uiii. 8. 




of riches, with silver, iron, tin, and lead ;" 6 
and of Ophir, the land of gold.T 

£veD this cursory outline is sufficient to 
show, what a rich variety of interesting infor- 
mation is to be found in that vast treasury 
of knowledge, the Bible : yet would you have 
but a very inadequate notion of its value as 
a book of history, (the light in which we are 
now viewing it,) if you thought its chief ex- 
cellence consisted in the variety of the infor- 
mation it contains. There are, as you are 
aware, other books besides, which give an 
account of the world's condition in bygone 
times ; and some of them contain a great 
deal of curious and interesting matter, though 
none of them can, even in this respect, be 
compared to the Bible, Still the accounts 
given in those books only show us the events 
which happened, hut not, as the Bible does, 
the invisible hand whicb set them in motion : 
they display before our eyes the rise, the 
prosperity, and the fall of nations and king- 
doms ; hut they are silent concerning that one 

' Euk. Qiii. IS. ' I Chron. niL i, &c. 
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universal and immutable counsel of God, by 
which, and for which, they are raised up, for 
a season upheld, and in due time brought 
low, or utterly destroyed. Their accounts 
are like pictures of different parts of some 
magnificent building, which, though beauti- 
ful in themselves, have no meaning until 
they are seen in their proper places, in a pic- 
ture of the building itself to which they all 
belong ; tlie picture of that building, the his- 
tory, not only of divers kingdoms and na- 
tions, but of the whole race of mankind of 
which they all form part, and of that almighty 
government of God by which they are all 
directed, is contained in the Bible, and in 
no other book. 

Another point wherein the Bible is supe- 
rior, as a book of history, to all other books 
of history, Is the certain truth of all that we 
read in the former, and the uncertainty, and 
in many cases theevident error and falsehood, 
of what we read in the latter. This infallible 
character of truth, which attaches to every 
historical account contained in tbe Bible, is 




not, as some ignoratitly suppose, simply 
upon trust; but admits of proof, and such 
proof, too, as the Bible itself fumishea. To 
illustrate this, let us take but one example, 
tbe case of Cyrus, the great king of Persia, 
Of him there are two accounts extant in the 
writings of the Greek historians, so totally 
ditferent in regard to the manner of hia com- 
ing to the throne, the character and length of 
hia reign, and the place and circumstances of 
hia death, that it is wholly imposaible to re- 
concile them ; if the one account is to any 
extent true, the other must necessarily he 
fabulous. Yet are both these accounts sup- 
ported by the authority of names the moat 
famous in Greek literature, Herodotus and 
Xenophon. They had both abundant oppor- 
tunity of informing themselves of the facts 
which they relate, for Herodotus visited Per- 
sia in the course of his travels, and Xenophon 
served in the army of a Persian prince; both 
at no great distance of time from the reign 
of Cyrus, the former not quite one hundred 
years after the death of Cyrus, and the latter 
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lesa than fifty years later; yet their accountB 
totally disagree with each other, and, from the 
testimony of other writers, there are so many 
arguments in support of either account, that 
the learned to this day are not agreed which, 
of the two is true, and which is false. Now, 
observe the difference, when we turn to the 
account which the Bible gives of this same 
man. While, within one hundred and fifty 
years after his death, the most famous Greek 
writers could not ascertain whether he were 
slain in battle and his corpse mangled by in- 
fciated barbarians, or whether he died in his 
bed in a good old age, and was buried with 
royal honour in the sejiulchre of his fathers, 
the prophet Isaiah, more than one hundred 
years before hia birth, foretold of him by 
name, that he should be a " shepherd " to 
God's people, " performing all the Lord's 
pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, Thou 
ahalt be built; and to the temple. Thy foun- 
dation shall be laid ;"8 that he should " build 
the Lord's city and let go his captives, not 
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for price nor reward ;" a prophecy which 
was fulfilled to the very letter about one hun- 
dred and seventy years after, and which will 
appear to you the more astonishing when you 
consider, that at the time when it was pub- 
lished in Jerusalem, the city and the temple 
stood in their ancient strength and glory; 
and that their destruction, and the captivity 
from which Cyrus restored God's people, did 
not take place till nearly one hundred years 
after. Thus, while in the Greek historians 
you have the most contradictory accounts 
after the facts had actually taken place, you 
have in the Bible the most faithful account 
long before the occurrence of the event, or of 
any of the circumstances that led to it. This 
one example (and others of a like kind might 
easily be added) will serve to show you, that 
in looking upon the Bible as a book of his- 
tory, you must always bear in mind that, un- 
like other writers of history, the svriters of 
the books of the Bible not only record what 
had happened at the time when they wrote, 
but, as often, what mould happen afterwards. 
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into the real state of the case, will he suffi- 
cient to convince you, that so far from the 
Bible being a book which has no connexion 
with learning, on the contrary there is no 
book which it requires a greater extent of 
learning fully to appreciate in all its parts, 
and from which a greater amount of learning 
may be drawn, than the Bible. When I say 
this, I would not, however, have you suppose 
that on that account the Bible ia of no avail 
for the unlearned; for although, undoub dl 
there are in it many things which the anno 
thoroughly comprehend in all their b a nga 
without the help of those who ha mo 
knowledge than themselves, yet tha wh h 
it is needful for every man to know of h 
contents of that book, is so plainlj n 

therein, that the most ignorant, if the h b 
single-hearted, cannot fail to understand it. 
And therefore may it be said of the Bible, 
what cannot be said of any other book under 
heaven, that there is no man so simple and 
unlearned that he may not find in it a vast 
deal of plain, profitable, and withal most 
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Decefisary instruction ; and that there is no 
man, however clever and learned he may be, 
who will not find in it many things concern- 
ing which he finds himself aa yet most inauf- 
ficjently informed. The meanest shall not 
go away empty from this fountain of know- 
ledge, and the wisest shall never exhaust it : 
truly, the Bible is a wonderful book! 

Yet, however wonderful we may find that 
book, — and the more you study it, the more 
wonderful you will find it, — we shall cease 
to wonder that it is so, when we consider, 
in the next place, who is the author of the 
Bible. It is true, that you find the names 
different men at the head of different books 
of the Bible, testifying that the men whose 
names they bear, were the writers of them; 
yet are they on that account no more to be 
regarded as the authors of those books, than 
any one of you would have a right to be con- 
sidered as the author of these pages, if, in- 
stead of setting down niy thoughts on paper 
with my own hands, 1 had called him into 
my study and indited themto him. The rea- 
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son of which ia, that the writers of the dif- 
ferent books of the Bible were not directed, 
in what they wrote, by their own minds, as 
other men are in writing books, but as one 
of those very writers says, " all Scripture was 
given by jnapiration of God ;"3 or, as ano- 
ther of them expresses it, " the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost."i That such must have 
been the case, ia indeed pretty evident from 
what has already been stated with regard to 
the matters contained in the Bible, many of 
which it would have been wholly impoasihle 
for men to have written of themselves, aa 
they treat of subjects altogether beyond the 
reach of human knowledge or discovery, such 
as the mysteries of the divjoe government, 
the tranaactions of the invisible world, and 
the prediction of future events. And though 
men may say, that they have no means of 
ascertaining whether the statements made in 
the Bible in regard to the two former are an- 
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Bwerable to the reality of God's counsel, and 
of things unseen, yet with regard to future 
events foretold in the Bible they have no 
such excuse for their unbelief; for, as the 
events predicted actually did take place, there 
ia no room for doubting, from whom they 
who foretold them, derived their knowledge. 
There is but one who can tell, what God in 
his wisdom, and in the secret of his own 
counsel, has determined to do hereafter; and 
that one is God himself. Unless, therefore, 
He communicate his mind to his creatures, 
that is to say, in other words, without the 
inspiration of his Holy Spirit, it is utterly 
impossible, that any man should be able to 
declare beforehand, with certainty, what shall 
he to-morrow, still less, what shall be after 
the lapse of hundreds and thousands of years. 
Nor can it be for a moment supposed, that if 
God has been pleased so to communicate his 
own mind and future purposes to his chosen 
messengers, He would suiTer them to mix up 
with predictions, which the event would prove 
undeniably true, inventions of their own 
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respecting his nature, character, and goverD- 
meiit, and the invisible part of his creation, 
and thus to circulate in the worhl error and 
falsehood, under the seal of auch truth as, it 
must be manifest to all, could be derived froni 
God alone. If, therefore, we had no other 
meana of proving that God is the author of 
the Bible, than the fact of ita containing 
numberleaa prophecies of future events, all 
which have since come to pass, that alone 
would Bufiice to convince any right-minded 
person, accustomed to reason correctly, that 
the books of Scripture could not have been 
written, as other books are, at the suggestion 
of men's minds, but must have been written 
by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 

But this will be still more clearly apparent, 
when we come to examine in what manner 
different books of the Bible came to be col- 
lected together, and to be received by men aa 
the word of God, To this end we must go 
back to the first of these hooks, upon which 
all the others were in a manner engrafted, 
and see under what circumstances, and upon 
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what authority, that was received. The fact 
ia thus stated :^ " It came to pass, when Moses 
had made an end of writing th^ words of this 
law in a book, until they were finished, that 
Moses commanded the Levites, which hare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, that it may he there for a witness 
against thee. For I know thy rebellion and 
thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive 
with you this day, ye have been rebellious 
against the Lord ; and how much more alter 
my death ? Gather unto me all the elders 
of your tribes, and your officers, that I may 
speak these words in their ears, and call 
heaven and earth to record against them. 
For I know that after my death ye will ut- 
terly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from 
the way which I have commanded you; and 
evil will befall you in the latter days; be- 
cause ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, 
to provoke bim to anger through the work 
' Dent x«l M-2B. 



HOLT SCRIFTUBB. 

of your hands." He, then, who wrote this 
first book of the Bible, was Moses ; the same 
through whom the children of Israel had be- 
sought God that He would speak to them, 
when they were terrified at the majesty of 
the Lord descending upon Mount Sinai in 
their sight, and at the sound of his voice 
when He "talked with them face to face out 
of the midst of the fire."' Of his authority, 
therefore, as siieaking in the name of God, 
there could be no doubt ; and for the trial of 
the words of other prophets that should come 
after him, he gave them this rule: "When 
a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, 
if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that 
is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, 
but the prophet hath spoken it presumptu- 
ously; thou ahalt not be afraid of him."* 
Now by this rule the words of other prophets 
who spake in the name of the Lord, were 
tried; and the writings of such prophets as, 
agre»bly to this rule, were proved to be true 
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propbetB of the Lord, were taken, like the 
writings of Mosea himself, to be the word of 
God. It happened indeed, sometimeB, that 
God's ancient people, being, as Moses had 
said, a stiflf^necked and rebellioua people, 
would not acknowledge God's prophets; but 
then the hand of the Lord was upon them to 
punish them, until they should repent and 
turn again unto the Lord, A case of this kind 
happened when Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
burned the roll of the book which was 
brought to him, wherein were written the 
prophecies of Jeremiah ;* but for this great 
sin there fell such punishment upon the king 
and upon his people, that they afterwards 
acknowledged Jeremiah for a true prophet 
of God, and received his writings as the 
word of God, even as we have them to this 
day. In like manner, they hardened their 
hearts against Jesus Christ himself, and all 
the people as one man refused his doctrine ; 
but when he had risen again from the dead, 
and had ascended up to the right hand of 
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power of God, according to the word 
he had spoken before, a great part of the 
nation believed in him, through the preach- 
ing of his Apoatlea ; and because the words 
of the Apostles also, which they apake in 
His name, came true according to the rule 
which MoBea had given at the first, therefore 
they too were received aa true prophets of 
God, and their writings were added to the 
Bible as we now have them. And as for 
that part of God's ancient people, who still 
refused to receive Jceus of Nazareth for tlie 
promised Messiah, the Bedeemer of Israel, 
God broHght against them the army of the 
Homana, to '' distreas them in their gates" 
with a long siege and terrible atraitneas, 
and to " destroy their city;" he "plucked 
them from off the land " which he had given 
them to possess it, and " scattered ibem 
among all nations," and " brought upon 
them all the curses " that are written in the 
law of Moses " for a witness against them," 
as Moaea had aaid.'^ And in thia condition 
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they remain to this day, and will remain so 
until the day when " they shall look upon 
Him whom they have pierced, and shall 
mourn for him, aa one moumeth for his only 
son, and be in bitterness for bun, as one that 
is in bitterness for his first-born."^ Yet even 
thus, carrying into all lands God's testimony 
against them by the hand of Moses, they 
bear witness to all nations of the truth, not 
only of that part of God's word which they 
have received, but of that also which they 
have rejected ; for which reason Saint Paul 
Bays, that " as concerning the Gospel, they 
are enemies for our Bakes."^ 

I have shown you, my dear young friends, 
that whether you look to the contents of the 
Bible, (of which I have set before you hut a 
very small portion, nor even the most im- 
portant, because I am going to speak of that 
presently,) there is no other book equally 
deserving of your attention, or requiring a 
more diligent study; or whether you look to 
the author of the Bible, there is no one that 



can be entitled to like weight and authority, 
because the author of the Bible is no leas a 
one than the Lord God Almighty. It only 
remains for me, therefore, to show you briefly 
tJie benefit which will arise to you from that 
attentive and diligent study of the Bible, to 
which I have endeavoured by these remarks 
to persuade you. 

Whatever may be the interesting nature of 
those contents of the Bible to which I have 
already alluded, that book contains yet other 
matters even more interesting; matters which 
concern you most nearly and most deeply ; 
for accordingly as you heed them or neglect 
them, you will be happy or miserable for ever. 
You are not so unacquainted, I trust, with 
your own hearts, as not to know that there 
is within you a something which continually 
tempts you to do wrong ; that although you 
know and approve what is right, yet you find 
it at all times a hard matter to do that nhich 
is right, and at all times an easy matter to do 
that which is wrong. This you know to be 
the case; and you are sensible, moreover, 
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tbat it ought not to be so: you are also 
aware, from what you have learned in that 
very book of which we are speaking, that this 
sinful disposition of man's heart has come 
upon all mankind through the sin of Adam, 
our common parent ; and not only so, but 
that deatb, the " wages of sin," has likewise 
" passed upon all men, for that all have sin- 
ned,"9 Of this death, the lightest part is that 
which men suffer in this visible world, when 
their bodies return to the dust from which 
they are taken ; by far the worst part remains 
behind, as we see in the case of the rich man, 
whose Boul, after his body was buried, was 
found in a place of torment, from which there 
was no escape." It is this part of death that 
men are so much afraid of; because the mere 
agony of the body, when the soul departs 
from it, whatever that may be, is but for a 
moment, and therefore a man can make up 
his mind to endure it. But who shall enduri; 
those pains of death that lay hold of the soul, 
which never cease, and which they that suf- 




fer them, can never for a moment 
Some men, indeed, are foolish enough to get 
rid of this fear by trying to think that there 
never will be such pains ; hut even if a man 
conid succeed in thus deceiving himself all 
his life, that wilt not prevent those pains from 
taking hold of his soul as soon as it is out of 
the body, any more than a drowning man can 
prevent his being drowned by shutting his 
eyes, that he may not see the water in which 
he is on the point of perishing. Now from 
all this, from the Bin of which to be the slave 
is extremely wretched and degrading, and 
from the power which death has both over 
body and soul, there is a way of deliverance ; 
and tbatway is shown us in the Bible. 

But there is more than this. Not only is 
there a way of deliverance opened to man trom 
the misery and ruin into which by sin he has 
fallen, but there is blessedness and glory pre- 
pared for man far exceeding any thing that 
we can conceive ; as it is written, " Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have enter- 
ed into the heart of man, the things which 
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God hath prepared for them that love him."* 
To live in the world that now is, in holy- 
faith* aad godly love,* in confident hope.s 
and in perfect peace,^ and, in the world to 
come, to be made like unto the Son of God,5' 
to dwell with him " face to face," and to 
" reign with him in glory for ever and ever,"" 
snch is the happiness, present and futmre, 
which i3 prepared for us by God ; and the way 
to that happiness is shown us in the Bible, ' 

That way, the way of deliverance from un- 
utterable wretchedness, the way of entrance 
to unspeakable hlisa, is He who said of him- 
self, " I am the way, the truth, and the life:"9 
of Him the Scriptures testify." Whatever 
interest may be excited in your minds by the 
various otlier topics contained in the Bible, 
they must all sink into utter insignificance 
compared with this : " Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 

' Is. liiT. 4i 1 Cor. LL H. 'GbI.h.M. Juda 30. 

'Epb.».),3. >B«n.v.S. PhiLi. B. 

<I«.»jiiri.3,4. Pfiil.ir.H7. 'Pl.i!.iii.31. lJohBiii.2. 

• Heb. ii. 10. B>T. ui. 3 ; nii. 3, S. 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

" John »iT. e. 1 John *. 39. 





HOLT SCniPTUBE. 43 

right hand of God ;''^ Christ " in whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the for- 
givenesB of sina ;"' " Christ in us, the hope of 
glory ;"* Christ " the firat-boro among many 
bretliren,"* " with whose likeness, when we 
awake, we shall be satisfied. "^ 

Such a theme, set forth by such an author, 
— the great salvation of God, declared by 
God himself, — ought not, surely, to fail in 
winning our attention. The Bible contains 
" the record which God hath given of his Son. 
And this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Soa. 
He that hath the Son, hath life: and he that 
hath not the Son of God, hath not life."' 

May the considerations which I have now 
set before you, my dear young friends, pro- 
duce in you an earnest desire to become more 
and more intimately acquainted with your 
Bible ; may you be led daily to peruse that 
blessed book, and to meditate upon its con- 
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tents ; and whenever you take it up in your 
hands, may you remember, not only that it is 
the oldest book extant, and the book most 
widely diffused, not only that it contains the 
most varied information, and that informa- 
tion stamped with the seal of infallible truth, 
but also, and above all, that God is its au- 
thor, Christ its theme, and its end the salva- 
tion of your souls ! That it may prove such 
to you, is the sincere wish and fervent prayer 
of your affectionate Tutor and Minister, 

Coomhe Wood, ^' ^' ^• 

June 17, 1841. 
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